MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

punish them for their sins in some place other than hell-fire,
and then have them enter paradise/' Moreover, he claimed
that anyone disagreeing with his religious views would
enter hell-fire.

Another of his errors was that he annulled the punish-
ment \had&\ for drinking wine. He also said, " Whoever
commits a minor sin or tells a small lie, and persists in it,
he is a polytheist; while he who commits adultery and
steals, and takes a drink without making a habit of it, he is
a Moslem/' provided such a man agreed with him [Najdah]
in the principles of his faith. When he had originated these
innovations, and had forgiven his followers because they
had acted in ignorance, most of his followers asked him to
renounce his innovations, saying, " Go into the mosque and
69 repent of your innovations." This he did, and it resulted
in having some regret his repentance, and join those who
had sided with him and said to him, " Thou art the Imam,
and to thee belongs the right to explain the law, and it would
not be seemly for us to ask thee to renounce anything.
Therefore repent for having repented and let them recant
who made thee recant; if not we will desert thee." And
he did so. His followers, therefore, were divided concern-
ing him, the majority deposing him and saying, " Choose
us an Imam." So he chose abu-Fudaik; Rashid al-Tawil
was hand in glove with abu-Fudaik. And when abu-Fudaik
became governor of al-Yamamah, he learned that the fol-
lowers of Najdah, on returning from fighting the infidels,
would reinstate Najdah as head. Najdah's slave, however,
sought to kill him, so he hid himself in the dwelling of one
of his followers, looking for the return of his soldiers whom
he had sent to the seacoast of Syria and the districts of al-
Yaman. Meanwhile a proclamation was given by abu-
Fudaik : " Whoever shows us the way to Najdah, he shall
be rewarded with ten thousand dirherns. And the slave
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